
Welcome Parents & Students

College Application 
Process



Topics to be discussed:

• Timeline of  dates

• Popular College Systems 

• Preparing for College Application Process

• How to choose a College that’s right for you

• College Financial Planning 







California Community College 

California State University 

Historically Black College and University

Western Undergraduate Exchange 

University of California Systems 

Private and Out of State Colleges 

Popular College Systems



Choose a college for the programs, not the name…

• Is in the location/environment they want

• Offers the academics they are interested in

• Offers internships/research opportunities/ co-ops/career placement they are 

looking for

• Offers activities they want to join

• Is affordable for your family (Cost & Potential Debt)

• What are your chances of  being accepted?

• Is a place they will be successful at (academically and socially)

• Is a place they will graduate from!!!!   

…This is what makes a great college ☺  Choose which college is best for you!



Finding the 
Right Fit:  

Maintaining 
Perspective



Time to start choosing…

Narrow and categorize your choices:

• -“Safety” schools (2-3)

• -“On Target” schools (3 to 5)

• -“Reach” schools (1-3 )

• IB Diploma is not an automatic 

acceptance into a university of 

your choice.

• Even if you are a strong 

candidate, your personal 

insights or essays must also be 

strong, otherwise you are 

giving the reader the 

perception you don’t care.



Factors in Admission Decisions



Choose a college you can afford

• Many students’ dreams have been crushed because they 
cannot afford the universities they were accepted to. Make 
sure finances are weighed when choosing colleges. Send 
FAFSA to all colleges.

• Out-of-state tuition is higher, but often can be waived for 
merit scholarships.

• Private universities cost more but can also provide more aid.

• WUE: certain schools from Washington, Oregon, Arizona, 
Nevada, Colorado, and Idaho will waive out-of-state costs for 
California residents.



Use the Net Price Calculators
• The net price is the discounted price you will pay after 

subtracting grant and scholarship awards.  It is very important 

to focus on net price instead of  sticker price when deciding 

where to apply.

• Grants and scholarships are the best kind of financial 
aid  because they reduce the price. They are discounts. Other 

types of  financial aid such as student loans and work-study are 

very useful resources that help you pay your share; but they do 

not reduce the price.

https://www.accessapplied.com/college-costs/understanding-net-price/
https://www.accessapplied.com/college-costs/grants-scholarships/
https://www.accessapplied.com/college-costs/understanding-net-price/
https://www.accessapplied.com/student-loans/
https://www.accessapplied.com/work-study-earnings/
https://www.accessapplied.com/work-study-earnings/
https://www.accessapplied.com/work-study-earnings/


FAFSA (Studentaid.gov) or  CADAA (Dream.csac.ca.gov)

       U.S. Citizens or Legal Permanent Resident     Undocumented Students or DACA students  



Summer before Senior Year:

Steps to prepare for the application process
START WITH CCGI CaliforniaColleges.edu

• Research and visit schools virtually and in-person (Admissions Websites; TheCollegeTour.com)

• Complete “College Choices” Chart. Identify "Reach", "On Target", and "Safety" Schools.

• Create Common Application account (out of  state and private universities)

• Create Professional Email Account

• UC opens August 1 and Cal State opens October 1

• CSU Direct Admission Mailers will go out in tail end of  summer. Students who qualify will automatically receive admission to a CSU. 
Students who qualify will receive 1 free application to apply.

• Choose and register for any final SAT/ACT exams required. (collegeboard.org and act.org)

• Begin personal insights & essays (English and Psychology will support this). Available online now!

• Application fees: $80 for each UC, $70 for each Cal State, private universities vary

▪ Fee waivers are built into the UC and CSU application. If  student qualifies, they receive 4 free applications.



Q & A
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